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Notes on Contributors 
ROBIN BEHN's first collection of poems won the 1987 Associated Writ 
ing Programs Award Series in poetry, and is forthcoming from Texas Tech 
Press in 1988. 
R. M. BERRY's first book of fiction, Plane Geometry and Other Affairs of 
the Heart, was chosen by Robert Coover as winner of the Illinois State 
University Fiction Collective Award. The selection included here is from 
his novel-in-progress, Leonardo Is Dying, in which Leonardo da Vinci dis 
covers a 1955 Buick Special in the courtyard of the Clos Luc? at Amboise, 
France. 
ANDREA COHEN grew up in Atlanta and attended the Iowa Writers' 
Workshop. She has poems appearing soon in Ploughshares, The Denver 
Quarterly, and The Montana Review. 
CHARD deNIORD teaches English and Creative Writing at The Gun 
nery School in Washington, Connecticut. His poems have appeared re 
cently in The Black Warrior Review, CutBank, and The Bennington Review. 
A graduate of the Iowa Writers' Workshop and Yale Divinity School, he 
worked as a psychotherapist while contemplating ordination between 
1978 and 1983. 
BURNS ELLISON has spent portions of his time the past two years living 
in a jungle town in the Peruvian Amazon, an Indian village in the north 
ern Yukon, Stinson Beach, California, and Columbus, Nebraska. He says 
that he still writes mostly rejects, and currently has several works-in-prog 
ress. 
CATHERINE GAMMON's fiction has appeared in Fiction International, 
The Missouri Review, The Agni Review, and elsewhere. In 1987 she was a 
fellow of the New York Foundation for the Arts. 
DANIEL P. GUNN teaches English at The University of Maine at Farm 
ington. His essays have appeared in Georgia Review, James Joyce Quarterly, 
and other journals. 
DONALD HALL was named the winner of The Lenore Marshall/Nation 
Poetry Prize last year for The Happy Man (1986), his most recent volume 
of poems. His contribution to this issue brings to a close "In the One 
Day," a long poem in three parts. The first part of that poem appeared in 
The Kenyon Review and later in The Happy Man under the title "Shrubs 
Burned Away"; it also won a Pushcart Prize. 
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TOM HANSEN teaches at Northern State College in Aberdeen, South 
Dakota. His work appears in recent issues of The American Scholar, Sound 
ing East, The Literary Review, New Letters, and Iowa English Bulletin. 
EHUD HAVAZELET's collection of stories, What Is It Then Between Us?, 
will be published by Scribner's in May. He is a Jones Lecturer in fiction at 
Stanford. 
BEN HOWARD'S third collection of poems, Lenten Anniversaries, is 
forthcoming from The Cummington Press. 
THOMAS LUX teaches at Sarah Lawrence College. His latest book is 
Half Promised Land, published by Houghton Mifflin. 
W. COTTER MURRAY continues to be amazed at the persistence of 
writers and the imagination in written form, hallelujah. 
ARTHUR NESTROVSKI is currently working for an interdisciplinary 
Ph.D. degree in Music and Literature at The University of Iowa. Recent 
publications include an essay on Saussure and Music Theory (In Theory 
Only, May 1988) and a note on Finnegans Wake, forthcoming in The James 
Joyce Quarterly. He has also translated this essay into his first language, 
Portuguese, and published it in his native country, Brazil. 
GREGORY ORR's fifth volume of poems, New and Selected Poems, came 
out from Wesleyan University Press this year. 
FREDERICK SMOCK is the editor of The American Voice, a magazine of 
Pan-American writing, and has work forthcoming in The Quarterly, Wind, 
and The Greenfield Review. 
ZONA TETI lives in Connecticut. 
JOHN WESER is a real estate broker and lives in Occidental, California. 
One of his short stories recently appeared in Ascent. He is currently work 
ing on a novel. 
JOHN WITTE's poems have appeared, or are soon forthcoming, in 
Ploughshares and Ohio Review. He is the editor of Northwest Review. 
ELLEN WITTLINGER's book of poems, Breakers, was published by 
Sheep Meadow Press in 1979. Her poems have recently appeared in Ten 
dril, Ploughshares, and she has poems forthcoming in Minnesota Review. 
193 
WHIM 
WORLD HUMOR AH? IRONY MOVEMENT 
INTERNATIONAL HUMOR CONFERENCES! 
1989: APRIL 18-22, LAIE, HAWAII: (CONFIRMED) 
CONTACT; Margaret Baker, and Jesse Crisler; Box 1904; 
Brigham Young University-Hawaii; Laie, Hawaii 96762 
1294; TEL 808-293-3600, or 808-293-1552, or' 808-293 
1738 
1990s OTTAWA, ONTARIO, CANADA: (TENTATIVE) 
CONTACT! Jacqueline Tavernier-Courbin, Editor, THALIA: 
Studies in Literary Humor; English Department, 175 
Waller; University of Ottawa; Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
KIN 6N5; TEL; 613-231-2311, 613-744-1993, or 613-564 
3411 
1991s MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA: (TENTATIVE) 
CONTACT; Peter Crofts, President; Humour, Comedy, and 
Laughter League; 24 Station Street; Sandringham; 
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia 3191; TEL: 011-613-598 
3671, or 03-598-3671 
1992: OFEN DATE: 
1993: GABROVO, BULGARIA: (TENTATIVE) 
CONTACT; Stephen Furtounov, Director; House of Humour 
and Satire; 5300 Gabrovo; P.O. Box 104; Gabrovo, 
Bulgaria; TEL; 066-2-72-29, or 066-2-93-00 
WHIMSY 
WORLD HUMOR ANO IRONY MOVEMENT SERIAL YEARBOOK: 
NOTE: WHIMSY Proceedings are available for $10.00 each. 
CONTACT: Don L. F. Nllsen; English Department; Arizona 
State University; Tempe, AZ 85287; TEL: 602-965-7 592, o 
602-968-1709 
WHIMSY IV: Humor Across the Disciplines (1986) 
WHIMSY V: American Humor (1987) 
WHIMSY VI: International Humor (1988) 
WHIMSY VII: Midwestern Humor (Available April 1, 1989) 
WHIMSY VII will be available from Victor Raskin, 
Chair, Linguistics Program; English Dept; 
Heavilon Hall; Purdue university; West Lafayette 
IN 47907; TEL: 317-494-3780, or 317-494-3782, or 
317-743-3094 
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It was a Thursday when I lifted the phone and called my 
agent. I said, "Gabe, I'm going to be sixty-six tomorrow, Fri 
day, January 13,1978, and I've been writing fiction all my 
life and no one's ever published a word of it and I'd give 
my left pinkie to get into The Paris Review? And I did be 
cause Gabriel was interested at once and told me that he'd 
get in touch with me the next day because he thought he 
might find a buyer. He did.... When my story came out, 
I went to Dr. Dodypol and had the finger removed surgi 
cally and under anesthesia. His head nurse, Kate Crack 
ernuts, wrapped the finger in cotton bandages and in red 
tissue paper with a yellow ribbon around it and I walked 
out a published author and weighing three ounces less than 
when I walked in. 
?Dallas Wiebe, "Night Flight to Stockholm," Issue 73 
THE PARIS REVIEW 
"A Prestigious Launching Pad for Young Writers/' 
-The Boston Globe 
Please send me the following: 
G 1 year subscription (four issues), for $20 
D 2 year subscription (eight issues), for $40 
D The commemorative 100th issue, for $11 
$* 
.^m>i 
Winner of a 1987 Seed Grant from the Coordinating Council of Literary Magazines 
"Not easy, at any given time, to reckon a 
count of the literary magazines that this 
nation has the good luck to have such 
a bounty of. But every so often it is time 
to welcome a new litmag that seems 
determined to make of itself something 
rather more than a mere additive, a small 
palliative. Such an enterprise is Witness. 
So that's what these sentences of mine 
are ?my witness for Witness." 
Gordon Lish 
"Witness, from first word to last, aims to 
make a difference 
? 
and does. It is loud 
and angry and serious 
? like fistfights, 
and literature, ought to be." 
Lee K. Abbott 
"Witness is one of several excellent 
new literary and intellectual journals 
of the past few years that confirms 
our sense of the variety and scope 
of the imaginative life in the United 
States. Its focus upon thematic 
subjects is particularly valuable." 
Joyce Carol Oates 
Witness presents nationally known 
writers, as well as new talent, and 
highlights the role of the modern 
writer as witness. 
Witness has featured special issues 
on The Holocaust and Writings 
from Prison. Contributors in 1987 
include Carol Ascher, Madison 
Smartt Bell, Robert Bly, Tom Clark, 
Robert Coover, Tom Disch, Stephen 
Dixon, Russell Edson, Richard 
Elman, David Ignatow, Lawrence 
Langer, Leo Litwak, Askold 
Melnyczuk, Charles Simic, Lynne 
Sharon Schwartz, Ruth Whitman, 
Kim Wozencraft, and Rudy Wurlitzer. 
Witness will present a special 
Summer/Fall 1988 issue on 
The Sixties. 
QBBBBBB 
31000 Northwestern Highway 
Suite 200 
Farmington Hills, MI 48018 
Individuals Institutions 
1 yr/4 issues $16 $22 
2 yrs/8 issues $28 $40 
RECENT AND FORTHCOMING 
William Bolcom, "Trouble in the Music World" 
Judith Laikin Elkin, "Civilization and Barbarism in Argentina" 
Clifford Geertz and Richard Rorty: An Exchange on Ethno 
centrism 
Susan Harding on the clash of two spiritual powers in late 
capitalist America: Falwell, the Bakkers, and PTL 
Edward Hirsch on Philip Levine 
Donald Justice, "The Prose Sublime" 
Alicia Ostriker on God and sexuality 
it 
Interviews with A. R. Ammons, Rudolf Arnheim, John Fowles, 
and David Riesman 
Fiction by Nicholas Delbanco, Sharon Dilworth, Ron Hansen, 
Ursula Le Guin and Sena Jeter Naslund 
Poetry by Diane Ackerman, A. R. Ammons, Raymond Carver, 
Alice Fulton, Irina Ratushinskaya, W. D. Snodgrass 
? 
Reviews: Robert A. Rosenstone on the Spanish Civil War 
Kate Daniels, John Unterecker on new poetry 
Bret Lott on new fiction 
Lawrence Joseph on "The Voices of the Law" 
to 
Still available: special issues on Women and Memory ($8) and 
Contemporary American Fiction (two volumes, $12) 
Subscribe now to one of America's most varied and 
provocative journals. 
$13 one year I $24 two years 
3032 Rackham Bldg. University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI 48109 
PLOUGHSHARES 
VOLUME 13/NUMBER 4 
Poetry Issue 
edited by Bill Knott 
Ai Marvin Bell Stephen Dobyns Linda Gregg Joy Harjo Erica 
Jong Mary Karr Lyn Lifshin Paul Mariani Sandra McPherson 
Sharon Olds Mary Oliver Gregory Orr Bob Perelman Craig Raine 
Donald Revell Tomaz Salamun Lloyd Schwartz Charles Simic 
Gary Soto Mona Van Duyn Peter Viereck more 
CRAIG RAINE FEATURE: Mary Karr interviews Raine Seamus 
Heaney, Thomas Lux, Sven Birkerts on Raine 188 pages $6.50 
FORTHCOMING IN 1988: 
Volume 14/1, a poetry and fiction issue edited by Maxine Kumin 
Volume 14/2 & 3, fiction "Discoveries" edited by George Garrett 
Volume 14/4, a poetry issue edited by Philip Levine 
SPECIAL OFFER?Subscriptions beginning with Bill Knott's issue 
will be extended to include an extra poetry issue edited by Philip 
Levine. Just use the coupon below. 
Subscriptions?Individual/1 year: $15/$18 (international) 
D Please begin my subscription with Bill Knott's issue and sign me 
up for an extra poetry issue free. I enclose payment. 
D Please send me only Bill Knott's issue. I enclose $6.50. 
Name 
Address 
City State Zip 
'* 
PLOUGHSHARES | BOX 5291 CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 
SHENANDOAH 
The Washington and Lee University Review 
'Full of fictional, critical, poetic and biographical splendor." 
? The New York Times Book Review 
4'Well burnished excellence, long maintained." 
?Kirkus Reviews 
"A showcase for exceptional writing." ? The Washington Post 
AMONG OUR PAST 
Alice Adams 
W. H. Auden 
Ann Beattie 
John Berryman 
Alfred Corn 
e. e. cummings 
James Dickey 
William Faulkner 
Jonathan Galassi 
Seamus Heaney 
John Hersey 
Daniel Hoffman 
Richard Howard 
David Lehman 
Robert Lowell 
CONTRIBUTORS: 
Thomas McGuane 
James Merrill 
Howard Nemerov 
Joyce Carol Oates 
Flannery O'Connor 
Katherine Anne Porter 
Ezra Pound 
Reynolds Price 
Stephen Spender 
Wallace Stevens 
Dabney Stuart 
Peter Taylor 
Eudora Welty 
Richard Wilbur 
Marguerite Yourcenar 
SHENANDOAH, Box 722, Lexington, Va. 24450 
Name 
Address 
City _ _State _Zip 
Single issue: $3.50 Subscription: $11.00 a year IR 
($14.00 foreign) 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
THE WRITING PROGRAM 
Permanent faculty: 
STANLEY ELKIN 
DONALD FINKEL 
WILLIAM H. GASS 
JOHN N. MORRIS 
HOWARD NEMEROV 
CHARLES NEWMAN 
Program coordinator: 
ERIC PANKEY 
The Writing Program at Washington University 
is a highly selective Master of Fine Arts 
program, which involves a demanding curriculum 
of workshops and traditional academic courses. 
Seven places in fiction and seven in poetry 
are offered each year, and generous financial 
aid is available. Deadline for application 
and writing sample is December 15, with 
recommendations and transcripts due no later 
than January 15. For further information 
call Eric Pankey (314) 889-5116 or write 
Washington University, Campus Box 1122, 
One Brookings Drive, St. Louis, Mo., 63130. 
||N)tMiirigton WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY-IN ST-LOUIS 
$6.95 
